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July 21, 2008

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States of America
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to express our support for the negotiation of a high-standard and commercially
meaningful Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) with the People’s Republic of China and to
welcome the announcement of the launch of formal U.S.-China BIT negotiations. A high-
standard BIT with China will help promote our broader national and economic interests and,
importantly, send a signal to all our trading partners that the U.S. remains committed to its
leadership role in promoting open markets and the free flow of investment.
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the United States. During the course of the BIT negotiations, we ask that U.S. negotiators
continue to press vigorously for resolution of other priority issues on which work is ongoing
between the United States and China.

U.S.-China BIT negotiations provide an opportunity to improve and strengthen the bilateral
economic relationship and create new economic opportunities for U.S. businesses and workers.
To accomplish these goals, it is critical that the negotiations focus on achieving a strong and
high-standard agreement that opens markets and incorporates core protections and strong dispute
settlement provisions. We and our member companies look forward to working closely with
U.S. negotiators to achieve just such a result.

Respectfully,

Calman J. Cohen John Frisbie
President President
Emergency Committee for American Trade US-China Business Council

Peter M. Robinson John Engler
President and CEO President and CEO
United States Council for International Business National Association of Manufacturers

John J. Castellani Thomas J. Donohue
President President and CEO
Business Roundtable U.S. Chamber of Commerce

William A. Reinsch J. Robert Vastine
President President
National Foreign Trade Council Coalition of Service Industris

T. Timothy Ryan, Jr. Stephen J. Collins
President & Chief Executive Officer President
Securities Industry and Financial Markets Automotive Trade Policy Council
Association


